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> 152 Ass, in the Body politick (as 
in the Body natural) do not often- 
er ariſe from Diſorders in the Head, 
than from ill Humours in the Bo- 
dy. The Caſes are eaſily diſtin- 
creed, and the ſure Symptom 
of the latter is, When, under a 
juſt and equal Adminiſtration of 
„Unesfinef ariſe, and Grievances are com- 
plain'd of, which have no Exiſtence but in I. 
tion. I take this to be our Caſe at preſent. 
= aints there are many and loud; yet never had our 
aws a more free and even Caurſe : and what is 
moſt ſurprizing. is, that thoſe of all others ſhould he 
leaſt pleaſed, whom the Government has in a Lp 
| hs Manner been careful dot to offend, | 
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Tha very Notion of Government neceſſarily car- 
ties with it a Diſtinction of Powers and Privileges j 
and there will be no End of Uneaſmeſſes, if Men 
are never to be ſatisfied till each one finds himſelf 
upon 2. Level with his Neighbour. - But every Aday- 
Mtration Will be able t juſtify itfelf againſt: ſuch 
Diſcontents, if it ſhall appear chat all are treated 
in a Manner ſuitable to the Place they ſtand in, and = 
to the State they bear in the Commonwealth, Eye- 5 
ty Man has, for himſelf and his Poſterity, certain 
natural Rights, which in no Caſe ought to ſuffer A- 
bridgement farther than the common End of Go 
vernment requires. But Diſtinction in Point of Pow- 

er or Preheminency, are not, cannot be, Matters of 
common Right, but are and muſt be determined by 
the particular Capacities, Circumſtances, and Quali- 

i cations of particular Men, or Bodies of Men, as 
diſpoſed} to have Influence upon the common Safety 
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To make ſome Uſe of theſe Obſervations. 


The DissENTERS are a Body of Men agreeing 
with us in all Points relating to our Civil Eſtabliſh? 
ment, and differing with us only in ſome Points of 
Church Government; in Conſequence of which they 

are broken eff from the National Worſhip,. and have 
ſet-up a Worſhip of their o. -n. It has. been the 
8 Senſe of all Nations in the World; that ſome religious 
| Eftabliſhment' is neceſſary in every Commonwealth: 
þ And thoſe who ſee this Neceflity, muſt ſee, at the 
= fame Time, that this Separation introduced a Neceſ- 
w Aty of making a Diſtinction between the two Parties in 
1 Point of Civil Power and Privileges. For the Na- 
| rional Worſhip was not therefore unfit to be the Na» 
tional Worſhip: becauſe the Diſſenters had broken off 
from it; and fince all Religious Eſtabliſhments are 
and muſt s ſuch be ſupported by the Adminiſtrations 
of Civit Power; the Conſequence was, either * 
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the National Eſtabliſhment. muſt be left open to the 


Practices of thoſe who by their Separation had given 


publick Evidence of their Diſlike of it; or elſe that 


Power was to be confined to the Hands of thoſe, who 
by their good Affection to the National Eſtabliſhment, 
would naturally be led to employ that Power in its 
Defence. With this View the Corporation and 79 
Ads were made in King Charles the Second's Reign, 
which excluded all from Offices of Truſt and Power, 
dut ſuch as ſhould give Evidence of their good Affec- 
tion to the eſtabliſh'd Religion, by receiving the Sacra- 
ment according to the Uſage of that Communion. 
The great Complaint againſt theſe Laws in Behalf of 
Conſcience, was not heard of till of late Vears. But 


whereas by ſome Statutes in former Reigns, they had 


been made liable to Penalties againſt which theſe Laws 
gave no Relief; this was thought a Hardſhip, of which 
the Diſſenters were, ſoon after, eaſed by the Tolera- 


tion Act. The Benefits whereof they have enjoyed 


ever ſince the Revolution, and are likely to enjoy. 


This is the whole of the Difference that our Laws 
make between Diſſenters from the eſtabliſh'd Religion, 
and thoſe who conform to the eſtabliſhed Religion. 
'The latter are admitted to Offices of Truſt and Pow- 
er in the State, of which the former are made inca- 
pable, but at the ſame Time left free to worſhip 
God according to their own Conſciences, under an 
abſolute Exemption from Penalties of all Kinds. 
Would it not then be ſurprizing (eſpecially confide- 
ring the early Care that was taken in the laſt Reign to 
eaſe them of every Weight which might but cem to 
be an Infringement upon the Toleration, and the re- 
peated Aſſurances they have received in this, that it 
Thall be ſecured to them in its full Extent; would it 
not, I fay, be very ſurprizing, after all this, to find 
them inſulting the Government, to heat them plea- 
ding inceſſantly and clamorouſly for Lidery, Cons 
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confſderabſe among them of this Spirit, is, Nut 
too manifeſt: Witneſs the Sermons of ſome of their 
principal Leaders laſt Year at Salters- Hal). =o 
But the ſtrongeſt and the fulleſt Evidence of this Sort 
2 to be had from a Club of Writers, who haye 712 
eſſedly ſet themſelves up as Advocates for the 
ſenting Intereſt, and deal out their Grievances 
larly once a Werk, in a Pap r call'd, The Old 97 ge 
or Ginfiftent Prote ant. us Paper Has made its Ap 
pearance now for above Nine Months, in all w 
Time it may reafonably be preſumed, that they 
acquainted the Cublick oF ue aa .the moſt material 0 what 
ey have, to may be conyenient to lay 
together their, 8 Com * as J find them ſcat- 
tered up and down in Body of theſe Papers 5 
which will be of Uſe to thoſe whe defire to under 
ſtand the Caſe, who will ſee in one ſhort View, wha 
it is that theſe Men are driving at, by ſome Scheme: 
which the Diffenters and their Friends ſeem to have 
very much at Heart, to offer to vs e of 
Parliament. 
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wing to this, among other Cauſes, T 
b many have loſt the Senſe of Liberty, and 1 5 
te norant of the true Value of it”. Theſe Py 
| who ae here repreſented. 2s loft to all Senſe. of f 
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L a more doch State Phyſicians, wo. g arg 
Saat Mee, by an extraordinary rovidence 
io awbakzn the reſt out of their Lethargy by their, 2 , 
fors and their Catiferies,, For ' thus it follows ; 
 -Since the Pfinciples of Slavery are ene de among 
et us, What can be a more incumbent. 
e every Engliſhman, than to endeavour ts | revive 
„„ the neleft Zeal of the Britiſh Nation: againſt the 
« Frcrodchments of this accurſed ed Evil? And a- 
in (Number II.)“ As almoſt all the valuable 
Bleſſings of human Life muſt neceffarily ſtand or 
4 fall with Liberty, an Attempt to — defend. it a- 
inſt the. Inroad of Slavery mw— and to diſcover 
4 e private and diſtant Deſigns of wicked Men 
8e formed againſt the Intereſts of it — muſt 20. 
0 _— to be worthy the Character of, Sc. 
z — * Gentleman does not very well know 
hether we are þ ic, or only likely to 2 fo. At firſt we 
ws got p feeling ; — then the L e mg 
advanting; —— then again it is a? 4 Diftance lus 
ing in the private Views of wicked Men! 
ſhall be eyen as he leaſes. But What (may 1 8 
are the Symptoms of great Peril? If you fay we 
are poſt fee ing, you muſt tell us of ſome Burden. that 
is capable of being felt; and what is it? Are 


Laws diſpenſed with by arbitrary Power ? Are — 


Eſtates confiſcated, or is our Trade loſt? Or are 
the Rights of Toleration invaded ? No; we have 
the Gentleman's own Word, that in all theſe Points 
we are unhurt : For in the very Paper laſt reterred 
to, he congratulates us as ** enjoying the Fruits, and 
s* Haring the Advantages of this invaluable Bl 

% Liberty ; as owing our Trade and extenſive Com- 
© merce, our Riches and Plenty, the Security. of ALL 
“ our Propertits and (N. B.) the UNMOLESTED 
Ex IRCISE of our RELIGION, to Liberty / ? 
Wh then, it S Sir, we have Liberty, and en- 
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theſe Complaints about Slavery, and the Inraads, 
Advancements and Encroachments' of Slavery? It 
would puzzle à common Underſtanding. to reconcile 
theſe Contradictions: But the Secret lies here: 
PowER is NOT in DIs8ENTERS Hands, and ſuch 
s this Grievance, that it annihilates every thing elſe 
that is good and deſirable: Liberty becomes. A Fx 
berty, and Government, in how. ample a Manner 
ſoever it has ſecured our Properties, or the unmoigſted 
Exerciſe of our Religion, is Oppręſſion and Tyranny 4 
Hear his.own Words: Genuine Whzgs,. conſi- 
5 der all Men as inveſted by God and Nature with 
« certain unalienable Rights and Privileges, which 
< they cannot without a Crime ſacrificę themſelves, 
c and of which they cannot without the HIGHEST 
4 Oppreſſion and Cruelty be deprived by others. Such 
< is the Right of Men to judge for themſelves in 
6 all Matters that relate purely to Conſcience, and 
£ to worſhip God according to their ſeveral Per- 
„ ſwafions — without any Interruption from 
cc the Civil Power, or being made ſubject to poſitive 
& or NEGATIVE Penalties upon this Account“. 
Numb. II. By negative Penalties this Writer means 
 Diſquaſfications from Offices of Truſt and Power ;. and 

the Goyernment is here repreſented as in the highe/f# 
Degree oppreſſive and cruel, merely becauſe Diſſenters 
are kept out of Power. Can common Senſe bear 
this ? If it could be ſaid that keeping Diſſenters out 
of Power is Oppreſſion, it cannot be | the. bighef# 
Oppreſſion, becauſe keeping Diſſenters out of Power, 
and laying them under Penalties too, is more. This 
was once the Caſe ; and if theſe Men bad but the 
Senſe of their Forefathers, they would never talk of 
Oppreſſion when eyery Man's Property is "fate, and 
very one is unmoleſted in the Exerciſe of his Re- 
1. But indeed, if Power is every Thing, 5 all 
Things without Power are Nothing, then the. Want 
of Pawer will be the High Oppreſſion, or rather - 
/& +-* ; ; v 
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will be the /ingie. Thing that can be Oppretfion +: Aid 


this is. the #ew' Way af Reckoning: Neither Priper- 

ty; nor Riches,: nor the free Exerciſe of Religion, are 

apy - thing without Power In Conſequence of this: 
Principle, the Old Whig ſets the Gere De 

fiance, and threatens nothing leſs than a Re 

It hath ever (ſays he, Number II.) been one of the 

; 4¹ diſtinguiſhing Parts of the Character of 4 frut 
« M pig, t to be zealous for the Liberties of the Sub- 
6 * ject, in - Oppoſition. to the. Claims of © Arbitrary, 


« Power in our Kings, and the Practices of factious 


40 and bigotted Ecelaſiaſtichi —— who have been fre- 
44 quently employed as Tools by ambitious Printetʒ to 
© ruin arid ex//ave-us; and leave us nothing but what 
ve hold. at the precarious Pleaſure of the Mitre or 
© the Cretun. The Name. of J/his took its Riſe in 
„the Reign of King . Ghar/es the Second, and was 
* beſtowed upon the beſt: Patriots then in the :King= 
& dom as a Term of, Diſgrace; for oppoſing the ar- 
4 bitrary Meuſures which were carrying on by 
e the reigning Prince, under whom they had 
& juſt Reaſon to fear the Subverſion of their Religion, 
&« and the I of all their Liberties.” After an Ac- 
count of what he calls the Principles of genzine 
IWhiggiſm,. he ſabjoyns, <= ** Theſe are the Princis 
% ples I eſpouſe, and am determined to. defend as: an 
* Ola Whig, <= and I fhall narrowly wateh 85 
de very Degree of Apoſtacy in the Whigs themſelves.“ 
the Gentleman ſets himfelf up for a PæT RT 
PR or, and fancies himſelf in the Reign of King Charles 
the. ns when be: ſays; the beſt Men in the King- 
{ed the arbitrary Meaſures of the reigning 
8 — from whom they had juſt Reaſon to fea 
the, Subyerſion of their Religion, aid the Loß of all 
R their La berties. Upon this Account it is; that he takes 
upon himſelf. the Title of the on Whig, in Con- 
diſtinction to the x ERM or moDeERN W Whigs, whom 
(fy wer — * he e AS 
Apes 
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Apoſtates ſtom ſrue. lu biggiſm. Is. not this Contraſt 
too ſtrong to ſuffer any. one. to doubt of his Meaning? 
Or: if you can doubt, go back once more to Numb. I. 
and ſee him admiring: himſelf in the ſame Plumes. 
An Attempt ta explain the Nature of Liberty, 
* and defend it againſt the Inroads of Slavery, is wor- 
thy the Character of a real PATRIOT.” Who is 


able Right which Men cannot without a Crime ſacri- 
fice themſelves, and of which they cannot without the 
Bigbeſt Oppreſſian and Crueity de deprivd by others; 
And:the Concluſiontauill come with uncontrollable 
Force,) that if his Majeſty refuſes 20: let Diflenters: in- 
to Bower; he diſchar ge them of their Allegiance. And 
what then will Diflenters have to. do-? Why (ſays 
this Writer) ** PRUDENCE may ſometimes require 
Ne Men to ſit as eaſy as. they can under oppre/five 


Ded Laus . — II is all right Sir, and hangs per- | 


fectiy ell together They are to fubmit no longer 
than till they can find Means to ' help themſelves. 
For to go farther, would be to make themſel ves a Sa. 

4 | crifice 
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crifice to Oppreſſion and Cruelty; a CRIMR Which 1 
* can 5 believe the Pieꝶ of i TY will 
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We have now ſeen. What is the general Grievance ce, 
Want of Powzn in DiszxrER Hand?. But as 
©Power” abſtracte from tile Degof Power is Wee ; 
the Want 6f Power can de 4! Grievance'aby Farther 
than 20 ft me de other Grievances under it, 7. e apy 
' farther” tham us it tes up Mens Hahds from oy 
ſomething wfn — b 1 Right te 0, and Which 
Would ſetve ablick” Kavantape:” Hence a 
© very natural on arifes : What would Diffenters 
"7 Wicht Power FF they fa it b Nadi tile trug Anſyger 
05 5 can cone at it) . 15 are a 
eix evances, a us a cer 2 
"ts Judge . ft fit. "they ues n 
0 2 in _ es ho 25 Tac Ae 2 — 
tell us mf Number XII.) that “ it ought to 
1. be expected of fe in 5 . that abs 155 
a _ e wards” on © the "Pineal | 
they profeſs : - Fat or 4475 he)” the Sentintnts w 81 a 
d tas firmly 45 4 1 his own Minas juſt 
and right, ace e tubal Rule of bis Aftims, ” 
© There is 1 — ing more true; 12155 therefore 45 the Sen- 
ent, of Dil enters are, HA out their” Ations he if 
9 in Power: To put ide Queſtion! then 
Home at once: Suppoſe the View of Diffecters') gere a 
2. TOTAL SUBVERSION. of the:Charch of En 28 nd 45 
— Law. etabllfte d,; Would thete te de any? Senſe in their 
heb of. Powers The ON "Whig ſeem Him 140 
510 de A that there wöülck de uche; 7 for he 
* moniſhes Ys" 6aders over and. Over, "pot. 
215 130% Dehg 79 5 e 5 at 
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(2,8). 
- 5 was founded and originally ſettied, amongſt - us, 
ry > * 1 You tell me (ſays he. to his 
riend in the Country) 56 *tis: well you oye always 
te the Old Whigs ſent you, elſe yo _-u ſhould have en- 


'Þ 

l 2 tertained Frightful 1 of its Deſign, no leſs than 

5 7 TRE the Church.and State,. and all revealed, 

[ 3 * if not all natural Religion. Theſe Repreſentations 

* you ſay you ſee propagated in ſeveral publick Pa- | 

- & pers ſent round the Country; but as you cannot ſee - 
x, the legſt Ground for them, you wonder by what 

15 | ſtrange Accident ſuch Alarms are given, or what 
*© poſſible Policy can be anſwered by the ſpreading 
1 85 ſuch Chimera. As I cannot take upon myſelf to 
LY give you any Light in this Particular, ſo 1 think 
eg truly with you, that any one need but, read the 
Md. big themſelves, to ſee the g/aring. Fal- 
10 100d of fa ch Suggeſtions.” Again, Numb. XIII. 

* ASI publickly declare my ſelf an Enemy to none 

4 but thoſe who are Enemies to the Proteſtant Prin- 

“ ciples of the Church of England ; . doubt not 

2 but I ſhall be .eſteemed as an hearty Friend to. it 

t by all who wiſh. to ſee her encreaſing Proſperity ; 

5 Fas I ſhall. make it appear that I really am, in the 

- * Courſe of theſe Papers, by. defending that Founda- 

tion which alon 78 can ſupport. her and juſtify her in 

ks her Separation from the Synagogueof Rome. Once 

1 Numb. XXIII. Great Alarm has been giv- 

een, as if ſome. Writers in the O Whig had. a 
. Deſign on the eftabliſh'd Church; but this is ſo chy- 

5 " $5 merical an Apprehenſion, that it is treated. by, the 
e Generality as it deſerves. ” What we are to un- 
. by /ub/? je cri Principles of the Reformation--- 

Protefignt Principles of . the. Ghurcb..of England, 


„ 


be be no Secret to thpſe. who are acquainted with the 
= 5 of theſe cant Expreſſions in the Writing of ſome 
1 ho are Enemies to all Eſtahliſnments, but not wil- 
3 ran. for obvious Reaſons, to declate againſt the 
—_ | le of ah aa A But however, I have 


tran- 
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. tranſeribed theſe Paſſages at full Length, becauſe they 
- ; appear to me to amount to a 'Confeſſion, that if the 
View of Diſſenters was the entire Subverſion of the 
Church of England as by Law eſtabliſned; It would 
be (in the Author's own Language) a very frightful 
Thing, and, of Conſequence, it could not be rea- 

ſonable to expect that the Government ſhould liſten 
-ito their Demands of Power. And I believe that no 


one who conſiders for what Purpoſes the Revolution 


was brought about; what Ties his Majeſty is under 
0 protecꝭ the Church of England as the Church by 
Law eſtabliſned; and what Effect the Attempt of 


ſuch a Change would probably have upon the Peace 


and 'Bafety of theſe e can ſee this Caſe 
in any other Light. e may therefore be al- 
low'd to put the Matter upon this general Iſſue: I. 
. this the Lien of Diſſenters in their Demands of 
Power, or is it nor? The Old pig has undertaken 
their Cauſe: Let us hear what he has to ſay far- 
ther, and what there is in his Papers to juſtify theſe 
: repeated Aſſurances that there are av Du againſt 


* 


the Church of England. 


* 


The Religion of the Church of England (it is a- 


greed on both Sides) is Chriſtianity reformed from 
the Corruptions of Popery; and the Principles up- 
on which our Reformers proceeded in bringing about 
this Change, and ſettling the new Worthip, are th6ſe 
Principles upon which the Reformation” was - founded 
and originally ſettled. amongſt us, and which, - there- 
fore, the Ola Whig" (in order to verify his Pretetice 
of no Deſigns againſt the eftabli/#d Church,) is obli- 
ged to ſhew are left in their fil]. Force by his 
Scheme. A Chriſtian' Church there never was, or 
can be, without a Chriſtian Miniſiry. A Miniſtry 
was appointed by Chriſt, who left the ordering of 
-- is Church to this Hpeffles, which was by them ſet- 
ted in the Epica! Government. The Church of 


a7 Rome 


ten Cars of by the Old ll hig a Scheme! And what 
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Rome accordingly, (as all other Churches) was go- 
verned by Biſhops when the Reformation took Place; 
and what. did our: Reforniers do? Did they ſet up a 
: new: Miniſtry independent ; of the ancient Epiſcopal 
| Adiniftry f.;No ; if they had, they muſt have con- 
. demned it as one of the Errors of the : Church of 
Rome that they had Epiſcopal Ordination and Govern- 
ment; which was far from being one of the Princi- 
ples of Reformation in the Church of England. They 
graſted therefore the new Settlement upon the Mini- 
Atry then ſubſiſting, and under the Orders of the then 


Biſhops the Reformed Clergy of this Church exerciſed 


their Functions. This ſhews beyond all Contradic- 
tion, that one Principle upon which the Refotmation 
was founded, and originally ſettled among us, was 
this, That the Miniſterial Power then in Being was 
; Jawfully conveyed, and in Conſequence might law- 
fully and va/dly be exerciſed by the Reformed Clergy 
of this Church; and whoever denies: this, removes 
the corner Stone upon which the whole Fabrick of 
the Church of England reſts. And what ſays the 
Old Whig ? © I do firmly believe and ſtedfaſtly 
«© maintain, that the Clergy do not and cannot derive, 
„as the. Miniſters of Chriſt; any real Validity of Or- 
ders, or Right of Adminiſtration in the Chriſtian 
% Church, rem the: Antichriſtian Church of Rome, 
Numb. IV.“ Go to Numb. XVIII, and Xx. 
. and you will find our Orders treated as mere Coni 
ration, as of no more Morth than Orders 
. received from an Indian Brachman, or a Mahometan/ © 
Deruiſe,.— as abſolutely) polluting dur Commu- 
nion, and making it anſaſe and dangerous. Im fine, 
vou will- ſee ALL who ; claim under the Succgſſfon as 
derived from the Church of Rome, repreſented as 
Herding their. helping Hands to) the: Cauſe of Popery. 


tion Was. Faunded and originally ſettied amongſt ùs, ia- 


ale 
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are we to expect from ſuch Men as theſe in Power? 
Take it in this Gentleman's own Words; Don 
with the Dagon of theſe Phili/tines, the Idol of the 
ay 4 oftolick uninterrupte Succeſſion, and all the ima- 
17 Powers that are to be conveyed with it, 


* ) This would be the leading Step, 
85 . — 


ION of EP18CoPACY, and every thing _ 
that hangs pon — To Proceed ; * 


FY Miniſtry ſecuted, the next Care of our Refor-* . 


mers was to lay a proper Foundation for Uniformity © 
in. Doctrine and. Worſhip. To which End a For- 
milary of Faith was ſettled eonformable to Sctip- 
ture, and a Liturgy ſet up which our Laws Sore, 
to be to the Honour of God, — the Comfort 

good Petpls defirous to live in ' Chriftian Conver ont 
arid moſt profitable to the Eflate of this Realm. But 
this 9 FE e to be of Opinion (Van. EVIELF- 
That the Honour of God would have been better 
conſulted by leaving full N for all that Parity 
which the Biberſity of Mens Sentiments (various, he 
ſays, as their Features, Shape, and Complexion) can 
produce; and tells us, That the repreſenting a Diſ- 
t agreement of Opinion in Religion as tending to pubs ' 
* lick Miſchief and Diſorder; is moſt unaccountably 
capricious and ' abſurd — That * all the ſolemn 
% Exclamations that are made againſt 2 Variety of 


40 Religious Opinions are really a Burleſque upon NG 
ture, and the Effect of groſs Ignorance and Pre. 
Ane. . That . if all 1 pableky 


5, adhered do one Form, and r the ſame 
4 ſpeculative Principles,” they Malt —— as acting 
in Maſfue rut... T hat „. +0 ade to bring 
« Men war Agteemenit i in one Notion of Religion, 
« is Machiavelian Policy, and can be of no Service to 
2 the Cauſe of Virtue and Aa rat rational 5 bur rather 


* vid. 155 of baby. 
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1 ſerves to, infpire Men with mad Zend, hereditar 
* Hatred of each other, the Sources of deſtructive : 
Wars, and of; moſt dreadful Scenes of Deſolation -- 
% and Miſery.— That NATIONAL Religions 
4 create that very Variety in ſpeculative Principles and 
« Modes of Worſhip which the Advocates . 2 


are ſo forward to complain of.“ Upon the whole. | 


therefore he declares his Opinion as a conſiſtent Proto- 


tant, T hat the Beauty and true Order of the Moral 


« and Ghriſtian World (like that of the Natural] eon- 


C nd- pin 
blind. Take his own Words as they ſtand, 


Numb. VIII.“ If various Schemes of Religion were 


be id, d e the Cv 


of 
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5 Magiſtrate are recommended as a deciſive Authority 


* to which ab/olute Submiſſion is due.“ (i. e. if the 


Right of private Judgment is not given up) this is 
taking away the Foundation, and yet-endeavourin 
<< to ſupport the Superſtructure; for an Authority 
S that is not deciſive is no Authority at all. And if 
© every Man muſt either approve or reject the pub- 
< lick Doctrines and Forms of Worſhip as they are 
„ allowed or condemned by his own Reaſon, and 
5c agree or diſagree with his own Senſe of Scripture, a 
„ PUBLICK LEADING in Religion will be of No- - 
«© GREATER Us than the Iaſtructions and Reaſon- 
6 7ngs of wiſe and inquifitive Men in private Stations, 
© who may have this Advantage to plead, that they 
< have no particular Inducement to ' ſuit Religion to 
5 the Genius of Courts, and the Ambition of Princes, 
< nor to uſe it as an Engine for erecting a Spiritual 
4 Tyranny, to fatiate Prieſtly Avarice and Luſt of 
% Power.” The good Senſe of this Paſſage is of a 
Piece with the good Manners of it. Authority is ei- 
ther abſolute or Nothing] Laws decide abſolutely the 
Rule of Conſcience, or they do Nothing! Theſe are 


perpetual Inſtances of the- incorrigible Peryerſeneſs of 


theſe Writers. But it is not my Buſineſs at 
preſent to diſpute Points with theſe Gentlemen. The 
Queſtion is not what our Acts of Uniformity are good 
for, but what THE Y think them good for; and you ſee 
plainly that they are repreſented not only as %%%, but 
as 4 publick Grieyance. The Old Whig may be of this 
Opinion for ought I can tell; but great muſt be his Aſ- 
ſurance to pretend that he has no Deſigns againſt the ef- 
tabliſhed Church, unleſs he will ſhew us ober- we are 
jo ook for the eſtabliſbd Church, when every ſingle 
Law in virtue of which it becomes an eſtabliſh*'d Church 
ſhall be repealed, and nothing ſhall be left but this one 
Proteſtant Principle of Reformation (which this Writer 
ſeems to approve of) that every Man ſhould follow 
his own Imagination, and have a natural Right to 
„ | C Power 
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power to ſupport it But what are we to have when 
this Scheme thall take Effect, and this great Eye: 5 
the Church of England is removed ? Nothing. 

— may obſerve, that the ion lies Wh the 
hurch ef England not as à led Eſtabliſhment, but ab/+- 
lately as an} Cane the plain Conſ quence of which 
is, that no Religio to de publickly eſtabliſhed. 
And this is what the 017 Wing directly avome TE „ 

Tengun(gs ALL Canons and 3 #5 e 
Al human authoritative Standard; th Raf 
thodary (Numb. V. ) And yet it is plain, that . 
out ſuch Acts of human Authority there can 
tabliſhed Religion ; no, net without human om | 
to back and ſupport them... But concerning theſe the 
014 Abe fays, That © Religion, as ſuch, canner 405 
<« {bly be the Subject of them, — that eye Rn. 


5 tempt to make it ſo is tur and injurious.” 
VII. Again ; — is 7 Mar: 


ter of pfiyate Judgment, — and 
<« human Law can Paſo have have an d in this 
5% Matter. Numb. X . is, that e- 
very thirg 3 ought to be loft 
entirely to private Judgment, and that zo Laws ought 
to be made about it, as. appears from what follows in 
the ſame Paper: I am nat pleading. for any Laws 
. i general for the Support of Ratten. On the 
contrary, I freely come into your Principle, that 
| % jt ih every Man's Duty 28 4 1 170 ent, 1 . 
5 faithfol Chriſtian, to proteft agaipſt rations 
4 the Rights of — Which amounts to lay» 
13 Laws made in Support of Religion are ($7 
tows of the Right of Cine. ü eiii 


ee dot to the Bottom of the new 3 and | 
* plainly, where it ends. Iwill now beg Leave to ask 
the Diſlenters a few Queſtions : Are thaſe the Princi- 
+ we will ſtand by, or are they not-? If they are, 
. een een Meaſures 
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- if ever they ſhduld be put in Execution? To help 
them to judge rightly in this Caſe, I will give tem 
the Opinion of an 40 Geinloman, upon whom the 
O04 Mig (Numb. XL.) beſtows great Coniplimenits; 
and is difpteaſed with him for nothing but this, that he „ 
has not been ſ% familidr, with the Adminiſt ion a8 . "Fi 
himſelf. It is Mr. Os sox, who in the Da G- 1 
2etter of Nov. 2a. has very frankly declated his Opis | 1 
: . nion, that our Conſtitution” will never de gb, ti = 
ALL Civil Intapacitizs on Accoiint of Differences 
merely religious be emed. Te Benefit which HE 
expects from ſitch a Change is worth heiring, and he 
tells us his . upon Knoubledss and 
Experience. I know (Hays he) one large County in 
„England, where altrioft half the Clergy have efi= 
e tertained juſt Notions ef Liberty in Church and 
* State.“ What e means by ja Notions we all 
underſtand; and the Conſequenee of the happy! Pro- 
greſs of thefe Notions, it ſeems; is, that either 
« Hyſſenters from de Church of Zagland; not Ab. 
&© /enters from ALL Churches neither Fre. Ihinlars 
& nor Inffdels, feel any Church Power. They are 
© o9/y and undiſturbrd, and do net E NON that there | 3% 
© is a Church- or a Clergyran in the Kingdom; but 8 | « 


& when they accidentallyſee the ow with # Sept to 
ft, or meet the other in the Syrtets or Cups baus. 
I am verily of Opinion with this Gentſeman, that 15 
there would be leſs Uſe of Churches or Glergy, if once 1.4 
the State ſhould grow to be fo thoroughly gare about == 
Religion as the OM H/big and his Fiiends feetn 10 r= 
wo think IE be. And have Diffenters. the Vani- Ho 
ty ts expect that their Mfeting- Houſes would fare | 1 
| Knee Do they not fee and bel that theſe Notions 
hurt al Communiiens alike ? The beſt thing they 
have to fay, is, That when by this: hopeful Project 
Religiort is turned quite out of Doors, ſomethirig may if 
ariſe out of the genera: Confuſion which may turn out i 
to their Advantage. But has not Popery as- fair a 6 
aan e Chance 
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Chance in ſuch a-Caſe as Independency or Pyerbyteri: 
gniſm ; Or if they were ſure (which they cannot be) 


that things would ſettle at laſt in their Plan, with 


what Sort of Grace could they think of erecting it in- 


to an Eſtabliſhment, after ſuch open Declarations of 


the Iniguity of ' ALL Eſtabliſhments ? This laſt Queſ- 
tion indeed I do not my ſelf lay much Streſs upon. 
For it may be no hard Matter, perhaps, for Men to 
renounce old Principles which were called in only as 
Expedients, when the Purpoſe of them is once ſerved. 
But the material Queſtion. that I would ask them is 
this: What is that Difference between their Religion 
and ours that will juſtify the making ſuch a deſperate 
Experiment? Let them anſwer this Queſtion firſt to 
their own Conſciences, and then to the World. 
ſpeak to them as Men of Conſcience; for after ſuch 
large Profeſſions of Duty and Loyalty to his Majeſty 
and his Family, and the open Avowal of their Diſlike 
of Health and Power in the Clergy, it would be too 
hard to ſuggeſt that they mean nothing but the Ex o- 
LUMENTS OF; THE. CHURCH. | 1 8 


— Tam ſorry 1 have it to ſay of Diſſenters, that their 
Bigottry to their own Way has more than once, in 


very critical Conjunctures, betrayed them into gro/s 
Inconſiſtencies. Their Conduct in King James the Se- 
cond's Reign, in falling in with the arbitrary Meaſures 
of that Prince, in the Exerciſe of a diſpenſing Power 
(with Reſpect to the very Laws now in Diſpute) in 
order to fill the Poſts of the Kingdom with Roman 
Catholicks, is very well known. The Attack now 
happens from another Quarter, and the ſame Laws 
are again ſtruck at by Infidels and Libertines to make 
Way for a Scheme of Ix RELIGION, into which they 
run with the ſame Blindneſs. But if Diſſenters can- 


not, or will not ſee, I hope there are thoſe that both can 


and do ſee, and that the Bulk of the Nation is not 
yet quite mad enough for theſe Experiments. I hope 
2 4 , ewile, 
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likewiſe, that ſo long as theſe Laws ſtand unrepealed; 
it may be thought 20 Crime in the Engliſb Biſhops 
and Clergy to uſe all Methods that are becoming them 
to prevent their being ever repealed. And yet it is for 
this and this only, that they (fuch of them I mean as are 
Irm to the preſent Conſtitution) are painted out as the 
verieſt Monſters in Nature. Read the Old Whig, 
(Numb. XIII.) and ſee their Character, if you delight 
in Scandal! Let the Diſſenters ſpeak : Do they not 
Enuoꝛo that the Biſhops and Clergy in general are deſi- 
rous that Diſſenters ſnould enjoy their Toleration; and 
yet even in his Point they have not been able to eſ- 
cape the Cenſures of the Old Whig. As the Caſe is 
very extraordinary, I ſhall give it the Reader in the 
SGentleman's own Words, (Numb, XX XVIII.) and 
therewith conclude this Paper, ERIN 


+ Nor would ( ſpeaking of the Occaſional Pater, 
« Numb. I.) this Writer's Boaſt of Toleration to Pro- 
<« teſtants have kept him in Countenance, if he had 


cc wrote to one who was acquainted that Proſecutions 


& were now carried on againſt Diſſenters for their edu- 
© cating their Children, and with the Threats which 


„ have been ſcattered round the Kingdom. The In- 


« guiſition into the State, Numbers and Circumſtances 
“e of all Men whatſoever, diſſenting from the Church, 
« Proteſtant Diſſenters as well as others; and particu- 
«© larly whether they had in all Things conformed to 
“ Law, and qualified themſelves to pray, or preach, or 
c“ inſtruct Youth according to Law, would not have 


cc left him Room to name even the Word ToLERA- 


„ ION.“ Of Proſecutions carried on againſt Diſſen- 
ters for educating their Children, and Threats ſcattered 
round the Kingdom, I neither &zow nor have heard 
any thing ; and till the Gentleman will pleaſe toname 


the /n/tances in ſuch a Manner as that the Publick may 


judge of them, it ſhall paſs with me for Scandal. But 
have known ſome Biſhops at their Viſitations _ 
ve 


IL: 
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have put ſuch Queries to Church-Wardens as thoſe; 
which the Gentleman refers to in the Margin of his 
Paper, viz. Are there any Proteſtant Diſſenters in your 
Pariſh ® How many? Of what Denomination © Have 
they one or more Meeting-houfes ® Are thoſe Houſes li- 
cenſed 1 What are the Names of their Teachers? And 
are they duly qualified according to the Ad of Indul- 
gence ? Such InQurszTIONSs, I fay, I have known; 
and excepting the ill Sound of the Word Inquiſition, 
wickedly applied in this Caſe, what is there in all this? 
What is there unbecoming a Proteſtant Biſhop ! * What 
is there more than his Office and Duty require ? Is it a 
Confequence of the Foleration granted to Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, that Jews, Turks, Infidels, and Heretichs, 
may gather Congregationsin every Dioceſe of Kugland? 
If this is not the Conſequence, how ſhall it be guarded 
againſt? How otherwiſe, than by enquiring whether 
Teachers of ſeparate Congregations are within the Al- 
lowance of the Act of Toleration ? And how ſhall 
that be known but by enquiring whether they are the 
Perſons deſcribed in the Act, i. e. the Perſons who 
have qualified according to the Act? Would you have 
the Biſhop connive at every Teacher, be his Doctrine 
never ſo perverſe, who is not, who never was intended 
to be tolerated? Is it a Perſecution on Diſſenters to take 
care that vicious and immoral], or free-thinking, unbe- 
lieving Preachers ſhould not perſanate them, and corrupt 
the Faith of Chriftians under the Diſguiſe of a Prote- 
ſtant Diſſenter? Nothing ſurely was ever more unrigh- 
teous and malicious than this Complaint, or more con- 
trary to common Senſe. And it ſhews great Want of 
proper Matter for Complaint, when ſo willing a Com- 
plainer as this Writer, is by mere Diſtreſs forced into 
fo very abſurd an one. 
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